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About Father Andrew More O’Connor
Fr. Andrew More O’Connor, 47, is a Roman Catholic Diocesan priest ordained by the Archdiocese of New York in 1996 and currently assigned to the Church of the Holy Family on Castle Hill Avenue in the Bronx, New York. Previously, he served for six years at Holy Trinity parish on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. In addition to his service of the Archdiocese, he is a visual artist and feels that church and art must go together like subject and verb, more so now because the paradigms of the sacred shift along with our lives. 
Fr. Andrew is the fifth of nine children from New Haven, Connecticut, though his family relocated from the Midwest in the early 1970’s. He founded a non-profit organization, SacredArtHeals, in 2000, in order to collaborate with artists. His projects have been tried and tested in Catholic parishes from Paris, France, to Pascagoula, Mississippi, and are meant to be copied. The British Arts Council sponsored a documentary film on a fellow artist Chris Knight’s work including Fr. Andrew’s and Chris’ collaboration over the years. The film makers were in New York in March 2007 for a multimedia mass at Holy Trinity, which was an experiment in using large scale video in liturgy.
In 2005 Fr. Andrew created Goods of Conscience, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit, after a retreat in rural Guatemala. The original goal was to preserve the tradition of back-strap weaving which has become a lost art since fewer and fewer people are clothed in traditional garments. Along with preserving this art, Fr. Andrew wanted to provide the weavers a living wage. This initial idea grew into what Goods of Conscience has become today; an apparel line that employs Mayan Indian weavers in Guatemala and underemployed sewers in the Bronx to produce clothes that look good, feel good and do good. Fr. Andrew is trying to “support people by dignifying them. I think this is the deeper meaning of the word ‘sustainability’ and it is well-aligned with Catholic Social Teaching.”
“There is 80% malnutrition among the Indian communities of Guatemala, the worst in the northern hemisphere, even worse than Haiti,” Fr. Andrew says. “A lot of people wonder, how can I help the poor? People wearing these clothes, they’re helping, but not in a condescending way. They’re glorying in the workmanship. And the craftsmen and women are earning a living.” 
“Likewise, Parishes in the inner city are poor and they need to find some way to be supported that’s dynamic. It’s not just simply the recipient of give-outs from richer parishes.” 
Fr. Andrew attended St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie in Yonkers, NY.  He commenced a Master of Arts degree in Irish literature from The School of Irish Studies in Dublin, Ireland completed along with a  study of Fine Arts in painting from the University of Dallas in Irvine, Texas. In addition to his native English, Fr. Andrew speaks 3 languages fluently: French, Italian, Spanish and has a working knowledge of German and Irish.  Fr. Andrew will be speaking at the Global Poverty Initiative at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan in September.  He will lead Goods of Conscience’s next mission to Guatemala in October, 2010.
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